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“Wax on wax off” It is now time to start making our boats 

shine after this long winter. Robert has been much busier than 

I have getting the boat ready for the summer cruising season. 

I do help when the time allows. He is doing a super job and 

the boat is looking better than when we purchased it. There is 

always the preventative maintenance that needs done, so one 

does not get the famous Stiff Rope award.   

 

“Just planting the seed about joining the Viking Board” 

Elections will be here before we know it. So think what an 

asset YOU could be to continuing making the Viking Yacht 

Club the best club in the Puget Sound. As Uncle Sam says, WE 

NEED YOU!  

 

The Cruise Captains for all the upcoming cruises are hard at 

work putting the final touches on a fun filled summer with 

Fellow Vikings. Memorial Weekend and Oyster Feed is a do 

not miss function. This will be one Cruise you will want to 

plan on attending! Please see attached flyer for all the 

information.  

 

Special Thanks to all Board Members for doing a Fantastic 

job helping the Viking Club have a Super Fun 2011 Cruising 

Season.  

Commodore CarlaCommodore CarlaCommodore CarlaCommodore Carla 
carlabushnell@yahoo.com 

 

JuneJuneJuneJune    

  
S U N S H I N E 

Live well, love much, and laugh often    
After two months in the southland, Sunshine 
has returned to the Northwest—literally and 
figuratively.  While I was away, I learned that 
Donna Davidson and Susie Johnson both had 
surgery. Both are recovered and doing well.  
In addition, Ed Johnson’s knee surgery was so 
successful he was able to go back to work, 
albeit in a different capacity.  Way to go, Ed! 
 
Stay well, Vikings, and enjoy the sunny 
weather.   
 
If you have information that needs shared with 
our members, please contact: 

Ann Gagner  - Sunshine - 253-381-8370 
E-mail:  momgonyay@hotmail.com 

 
VikingYachtClub.com 
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The Sunshine is here! Let us hope it stays around for a 
while.  It would be great for all the boaters, while 
enjoying the gorgeous Puget Sound waters.  Boating is 
the only way to live.   
 
Next weekend, May 7th is Seattle Opening Day would 
love to see everyone support our Commodore and all the 
festivities and the parade.  It is just so much fun to be in 
the parade and to visit Seattle.   The whole experience is 
memorable. 
  
There are quite of few cruises coming up.  Would like 
everyone to be there to enjoy all the festivities that are 
being planned, they are always a lot of fun besides you 
may get to enjoy some sunshine along the way.  Mark 
on your calendars for our" Poker “Riding the Waves" 
 
Better wash the boat and get ready for the season.  
Change your oil! And any other maintenance that you 
need to do to insure fun filled cruising without issues. 
  
July 30th will be the Viking Yacht Club Poker Run!  More 
detailed flyer coming soon!  Plan ahead for the fun filled 
day!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                        Vice Vice Vice Vice Commodore FrankieCommodore FrankieCommodore FrankieCommodore Frankie    
         ladylumpkins@comcast.net 

 
 

From The Rear Commodore 

 
Greetings to all Vikings!  The cruising season is about to 
get into full swing with some fun cruises in the near future. 
 
First on deck will be the Memorial Day cruise to Port 
Orchard from May 27th to the 30th.  Fun activities are 
planned for the weekend.  One important item I need to 
know is what you want to eat so that we can reduce waste 
and still provide enough of everything.  We will be 
providing clams, oysters and chicken.  Please let me know 
your preferences ASAP so we can plan accordingly. 
(253)732-2018 or seiserdf@hotmail.com.   
 
The golf cruise will be June 17th to the 19th at Arabella’s 
and fun activities are planned.  Please make note of an 
important message from Arabella’s.  If you do not check in 
on Friday, you will NOT be able to check in until after 1:00 
PM on Saturday.  The reason is because Arabella’s 
checkout time is 1:00 PM and they expect the weekend to 
be very busy.  Green fees at Madrona are $25, including 
cart.  We will play nine holes and the first tee time is at 
10:00 AM on Saturday.  A fun time planned for all 
including non-golfers.  See you there! 

    
Rear Commodore Rear Commodore Rear Commodore Rear Commodore DaveDaveDaveDave    
              seiserdf@hotmail.com    

MMAARRKK  YYOOUURR  CCAALLEENNDDAARR!!  
Do not miss these important events! 

• Seattle Opening Day @ Seattle Yacht Club - May 7th  

• South Sound Opening Day @ DMYC - May 14th 

• VYC Memorial Cruise @ Port Orchard May 27th–30th 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

FROM THE JUNIOR PAST COMMODORE 
 

Family of the Year was a hoot! Steve and Pam had yummy 
food and many fun things for all of us to do. I am sure Bob and 
Pam had a great time with all their family there to enjoy the 
event. 
Next, we have Opening Day on May 7th. For those of you that 
have not been up to Seattle for this, you are missing a great 
time! Followed by Memorial Day at Port Orchard, we still 
have room for two more boats if you have not reserved yet. 
Carla and I have a fun filled afternoon and evening planned 
Saturday with Bingo and Casino Night. So bring your money 
because we have some really cool gifts to win!  
We will be attending the NBC picnic June 4th, so if you haven’t 
donated to the Viking Basket there is still time. There are a few 
spots still open for Labor Day at Bremerton. If you need one, 
let me know so I can add you on the call in list. 
 
I am still working on Carla’s Commodore Ball on Oct. 8th. If 
you want to be on the committee, just let me know. 
Safe Cruising, 

 

PC / Purser - Barb  
Yakobi51@hotmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
“Please Welcome New Members” 

Dennis & Tatiana Wrath 

Their boat is a 38 foot Bayliner name “Cheers” 
moored in Seattle on Lake Union.  They will be 

sworn-in at the Memorial Day Cruise 

        

 
 

 

 

     From VYC Historian – Peggy Claar 
Hi everyone! 
I am sorry for any frustration my little experiment has caused with the 
Picasa web album. I am working on getting pictures transferred to a new 
website that I can set up with everyone with access rights. Stay tuned for 
further instructions and disregard previous instructions—they do not work! 
 
Regardless of website, I will start bringing my computer to every General 
Meeting, cruises and events I can go to this year. You can bring your 
camera and USB cable or SD card and I can transfer pictures directly from 
your camera onto my computer then upload the pictures to the website later. 
That will be a lot easier for everyone.  

 
Thanks for keeping up the good shutter bug work!  
Peggy Claar 

 

District Thirteen Website.  Use the links below to access 

up to date Coast Guard Information 

 
http://www.uscg.mil/d13/default.asp 

http://www.coastguardd5publicaffairs.com/go/doc/651/459667/ 

 

 

 
 



   

”AHOY ALL PAST OLD TIMER VIKINGS” 
 

We would like to invite you to attend our 

annual Memorial Day Oyster & Chicken Feed.  

We would love to hear some stories of past 

Viking Cruises.  Please see the attached flyer 

and RSVP to Barb Talamine @ 253-536-1362 

 
 

Cruise & Function Calendar 2011         
 http://www.vikingyachtclub.com (see Website for full Calendar) 

January 

9th VYC Board Meeting  
26th VYC General Meeting @ Fife City Bar & Grill 
21st – 30th Seattle Boat Show 

February 
5th TOA Commodores Ball @ TOA Yacht Club 
12th Seabac’s 50th Commodores Ball @ Billy Baroos in Tukwila 
19th Sweetheart’s Dinner @ The Gateway Cottage in Tacoma 
20th VYC Board Meeting  
23rd VYC General Meeting @ Johnny’s in Fife 
26th Totem Commodore Ball @ Totem Yacht Club 

March 
5th  DMYC Commodore Ball @ Des Moines Yacht Club 
11th – 13th Arts & Entertainment Cruise @ Dock Street 
23rd VYC General Meeting @ Johnny’s in Fife 

April 
2nd – 3rd NBC Work Party @ Blake Island 
15th – 17th Daffodil Weekend @ TYC (dress whites)   
22nd – 24th Family of The Year @ Arabella’s Gig Harbor 
27th YVC General Meeting @ Johnny’s in Fife 

May 
6th Opening Day @ Seattle Yacht Club 
7th Opening Day Parade @ SYC (dress whites) 
14th  South Sound Opening Day @ DMYC (dress whites) 
27th – 30th Memorial Day Cruise & Oyster Feed @ Port Orchard 

June 
3rd -5th NBC Picnic @ Brownsville Marina 
18th – 20thVYC Golf Cruise @ Arabella’s Gig Harbor 

July 
1st – 5th 4th of July Anchor Out @ Burton 
8th – 10th Anchor out @ McMiken with TOA 
15th – 16th IOBG District / Summer Picnic @ Kingston Marina 
29th – 31st VYC Poker Run Cruise @ TBD 

August 
TBD VYC Board Meeting @ TBD 

September 
2nd – 5th Labor Day Cruise @ Bremerton       
23rd – 25th IOBG Dist 1 Fall @ Change of Watch @ Poulsbo 
TBD Carling Yacht Club Commodore Ball @ TBD 
28th YVC General Meeting @ Fife City Bar & Grill    

October 
8th VYC Commodore Ball @ Tacoma Yacht Club 
21st – 23rd Hot Rudder Bum Cruise @ TBD 
26th YVC General Meeting @ Johnny’s in Fife  

November 
5th VYC Change of Watch @ TBD (dress whites) 

December 
4th VYC Christmas Auction / Dinner @ Totem Yacht Club 
TBD        TYC Christmas Boat Cruise 

Club Update News from Publicity – 2011 

 
The Viking Yacht Club Website Has a New Look 

http://www.thevikingyachtclub.com 
 

We will be adding a new page to the site that will feature 
members boats (picture) and a short description of your boat.  

Send me your boat picture and write up about your boat. 
 

 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Viking-Yacht-

Club/159156187464276?v=app_106878476015645 

Viking Yacht Club now has a Facebook Page, use the link above to see. 
“Like” the page to get on-going club updates on your Facebook page.  No 
Facebook acct?  Get one; it is easy & free, when you go to our page and like 
you will be asked to sign up.  Great way for update’s with friends & family! 
 

Feel Free To Contact Me: Robert Bushnell searusattitude@gmail.com 
 

 
 



New Orca Whale Boating Restriction 
 

Vessel Regulations to Protect Puget Sound Killer Whales 
 
 

NOAA Fisheries issued new rules today on vessel traffic, aimed at 
protecting Southern Resident killer whales in Washington's Puget 
Sound. These charismatic marine mammals, popular with tourists, 
whale-watch operators and the general public, were added to the 

 
Endangered Species list in late 2005.& #8232;& #8232; 

 
The Southern Resident population peaked at 97 animals in the 1990s, 
and then declined to 79 in 2001. It has seen slow growth since then, 

and now stands at an estimated 86 killer whales, about half of which are 
sexually mature. Scientists have identified the major threats facing the 

population as a shortage of its preferred prey of Chinook salmon, 
disturbance from vessels, and water pollution. 

 
& #8232;& #8232;The new rules prohibit vessels from approaching any 
killer whale closer than 200 yards and forbid vessels from intercepting a 

whale or positioning the vessel in its path. This doubles the current 
approach distance of 100 yards.  

 
The rules go into effect in early May and apply to all types of boats, 
including motor boats, sail boats and kayaks, in Washington's inland 

waters.&#8232;&#8232;Exemptions to the rules for safety include 
vessels actively fishing commercially, cargo vessels traveling in 

established shipping lanes, and government and research vessels. 
 

& #8232;& #8232;The whales, which depend on their highly 
sophisticated natural sonar to navigate and find food, can be affected by 

underwater noise from boats and disturbed by vessels, including non-
motorized ones, that approach too close or block their paths. The 

agency's killer whale recovery plan, released in early 2008, calls for 
actions to reduce disturbance from vessels.& #8232;& #8232; 

 
When the regulations were originally proposed in July 2009, they 

included a half-mile wide no-go zone along the west side of San Juan 
Island from May 1 through the end of September, where vessels were 

prohibited. Because of the extensive responses that were received 
during the public comment period, the final regulations do not include 
the no-go zone, and NOAA Fisheries will instead continue to gather 

information to consider the concept in future rulemaking. 

 

Tacoma – water rescue exercise  

The US Coast Guard is establishing a temporary safety 

zone on waters of East Passage, Tacoma, Washington for a 

regional water rescue exercise on June 9 from 7:00 a.m. until 

5:00 p.m. 76 Fed. Reg. 23708 (April 28, 2011). 

Increase legislative awareness regarding 
unfairness of watercraft excise tax: 

 
One of our educational endeavors during the Session involved raising awareness of the 
unfairness surrounding the watercraft excise tax.  In the late 1990s, when the Motor 
Vehicle Excise Tax (MVET) and related excise taxes were repealed through a voter-
passed initiative (I-695) and subsequent legislative codification of 695, the only excise tax 
left intact was the watercraft excise tax.  Boaters pay an estimated $35 million a biennium 
in watercraft excise tax; no other recreational groups pay such a tax.  While the state’s 
$5.3 billion operating budget shortfall made 2011 a very challenging year to attempt 
repeal of the watercraft excise tax, we did use a number of sit-down meetings, and the 
Feb. 15 RBAW Legislative Day reception, as forums to speak to the unfairness.  This tax 
obligation also was used as further fuel to retain the Recreation Resource Account 
funding.  I want to particularly thank Chuck Gould of the RBAW Board for his work and 
effort on this issue. 

USCG – revised passenger weight standards  

The US Coast Guard issued guidance for implementation 

of the new Assumed Average Weight Per Person (AAWPP) with 

respect to existing passenger vessels. Effective December 1, 2011, 

the AAWPP for use in determining the maximum number of 

persons permitted on a vessel will be 185 pounds. Previously, the 

assumed weight in most situations was 160 pounds.  



National Boating Federation  
Removing the “lid” on non-highway fuel taxes – SB 5867/HB 2012:  

RBAW strongly supported these bills, but they were introduced very late 

in Session and never received a hearing or any serious consideration.  

They remain possible to resurrect for the 2012 Session, however.  In 

short, under current law, of the 38 cents in fuel tax paid by boaters and 

other “non-highway” users of that fuel, 23 cents goes to their various 

dedicated accounts, and the rest goes into the Motor Vehicle fund for 

general transportation use.  Under 5867/2012, the 23-cent ‘lid’ would be 

removed and an estimated $17.5 million/biennium would be shifted to 

the dedicated non-highway accounts.  If the Washington State 

Department of Transportation is to agree to this, it will take a “new 

revenue” package for transportation. 

 

Phasing out copper-bottomed paint on vessels 64 feet and under 

sold/distributed in the State of Washington – SSB 5436:  RBAW 

supported this proposal promoted by the NW Marine Trade 

Association.  NMTA promoted the bill as a pro-active way to get out 

ahead of the issue.  5436 has passed both the Senate and House and 

is awaiting the Governor’s signature. 

 

SB 5372 – exempting sales tax requirements for boat sales prices 

above $300,000:  This bill was pursued by the NW Yacht Brokers’ 

Association (NYBA), but never received a hearing.  RBAW did not 

support it. 

 

Non-resident vessel permits (“cruising permits”) and taxation – HB 

1904:  This bill pursued by the NMTA received a hearing, but never 

went any further. 

 

Penalties for those who intentionally abandon derelict vessels – 

SSB 5271:  This RBAW-supported legislation has cleared both the 

House and Senate and awaits the Governor’s signature. 

 

SB 5134 – lowering the excise tax on historic vessels from ½ 

percent to ¼ percent:  This RBAW-supported bill had a hearing in 

Senate Transportation, but did not proceed any further. 

 

Visit  http://www.n-b-f.org/ to view THE LOOKOUT newsletter 

Contributor: Marlene Barrington 

Message from Recreational Boating Association of Washington (RBAW) 
 

State Parks has advised RBAW that after further review of the mooring 
buoy situation at Blake Island State Park they are going to revise the 
length restrictions for the buoys. Right now the restriction is at 36 feet 
maximum boat size on all buoys at Blake Island. 
 
A few of the buoys (2 or 3) on the Southwest corner of the Island will still 
be restricted to a maximum boat length of 36 feet. However the length 
restriction on the balance of the buoys will be increased back up to 45 
feet.  
 
Normal rafting restrictions will remain the same. The Parks web-site and 
information tape message will be revised to reflect the change. 
 
Parks will continue to monitor the buoy losses that were the original 
cause for the more restrictive mooring lengths. 
 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) promulgated regulations 
to prohibit vessels from approaching within 200 
yards of killer whales and from positioning vessels 
in the path of killer whales in inland waters of 
Washington State. The regulations come into 
effect on May 16. 76 Fed. Reg. 20870 (April 14, 2011). 

 

Use the link below to access Coast Guard 
Navigation Center Website 
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/ 



 

    
 

  

 

    

    

 

2011 CALENDAR 

 
January 8   President’s Dinner 

   Location: Des Moines Yacht Club   
 
March 9   NBC Board meeting 7pm 
                                                Location: Mitzels in Fife  
 
March 16   NBC General meeting 7:30pm 
   Location: Totem YC 
 
April 2 (& 3)  Blake Island Work Party 
 
April 15, 16, 17  Daffodil Weekend at Tacoma Yacht Club 

 

May 7    Seattle Opening Day Location: Seattle YC  

May 11             NBC Board meeting 7pm 

   Location: Mitzels in Fife 
 
May 14   South Sound Opening Day 
   Location: Des Moines YC 
 
May 18   NBC General meeting 7:30pm  Location: TBD 
 
June 3, 4, 5  NBC Picnic 
   Location: Brownsville Marina 
 
September 14  NBC Board meeting 7pm  
   Location: Mitzels in Fife 
 
September 21   NBC General meeting 7:30pm 
   Location: Des Moines YC  
 
September 24 & 25                 NBC  Do Nothing Cruise 
                                                Location: Dockton County Park 
 
November 9  NBC Board meeting 7pm  
   Location: Mitzels in Fife 
 
November 16     NBC General meeting (& Elections) 7:30pm   

Location: TOA 

 

      Report to NBF from the International Boating & Water Safety Summit 

 
During the period 6 to 9 March 2011, I attended and represented NBF at the 
2011 IBWSS Conference at the Marriott Hotel, Savannah, Georgia. 
 
As in preceding years, the IBWSS Conference was outstanding with a very large 
attendance of recreational boating stakeholders, lots of good information 
presented, and excellent exchanges between attendees. 
  

Perhaps the most valuable outcome of my attending was the opportunity to 
network and renew friendships with representatives of the USACE, NOAA, 
BOATUS Foundation, ACA, CPS, NASBLA, NSBC, BSA, USPS, and others.  
 
During these interactions, I was able to stress the role and importance of NBF 
and its work in supporting the recreational boaters and all recreational boating 
stakeholders on some of the most critical issues facing us today and in the 
future. These included in depth discussion on the use of ethanol fuel and the 
EPA “Listening Sessions.” On ethanol, I emphasized the NBF’s active 
opposition to E-15 and its strong concerns over the safety of E-10 and 
degradation of fuel tanks & lines, etc. I followed up on my previous discussions 
with the American Sailing Association concerning their basic courses and the 
need and ways to gain NASBLA approval. I met with the NWSC and agreed to 
support the signing of a MOU with NBF and areas that we might mutually 
benefit. I discussed the need for the USCGAUX to participate in the “On water 
training” with their NACO and suggested several innovative approaches that 
might gain CG approval. I discussed Florida’s actions re-anchoring with 
representatives from US SAIL, BOATUS, Florida Fish & Game, and members 
of the Florida Advisory Board and promised NBF support as needed to reduce 
the unwarranted effects on recreational boaters. I suggested to the CG Office of 
Boating Safety that along with the need for PFD wear that they consider 
requiring Type 4 PFDs on all vessels as appropriate. I feel this might help to 
reduce drownings. I expressed to NSBC/NWSC that NBF was considering 
hosting a panel discussion at next year’s summit – topic to be determined. 
 
Below I have listed some major items brought up at the conference; however, 
one can soon go to http://www.WaterSafetyCongress.org for presentations & 
full reports. 
Everette Tucker  
NBF Treasurer 
 



Welcome to Viking’s Annual Oyster / Chicken Feed  

 Memorial Day – Weekend Cruise  

Hosted by your Viking Board Members 

May 27th – 30th @ Port Orchard Marina 

 

Friday 27th: 

• 7:00 pm Happy Hour - bring drink & snack to share 

• Dinner on your own 

Saturday 28th:  

• 10:00 -1:00 pm Enjoy the Farmer’s Market and all their wonderful goodies! 

• 1:00 – 2:00 Board Meeting on dock and Poker chips for sale 

• 2:00 -3:30 Bingo and Appetizers “Come win BIG” Bring your money, a snack to share. Bingo 
sheets are 6 for $5.00 and we’ll have Daubers for sale for $1.00 each 

• 5:30 Potluck Dinner on the dock or enjoy something up in town 

• 7:00-10:00 Casino Night Poker Chips will be sold in bags of 50 for $10.00.  We have “3” great 
prizes to win for the ones with the most chips when finished (All chips are the same value) 

Sunday 29th:  

• 9:30 Meet at the top of the dock for Bowling, you can catch a ride or enjoy the walk 

• Buy Breakfast at the Bowling Alley while we play our “3” games 

• 2:00-3:00 General Meeting 

• 3:00 Board set up for Oyster Feed 

• 5:00 Oyster Feed and Potluck Dinner Please bring salad, hot dish or dessert  

• $5.00 per person, plates and silverware provided, Please bring your own chairs and tables 

Monday 30th:  

• 10:00 Potluck Breakfast 

PLEASE RSVP – ASAP YOUR GUEST LIST AND WHAT THEY WANT TO EAT          

(Oysters or chicken) SO WE CAN PLAN AHEAD 

Website Registration www.vikingyachtclub.com/14.html  

Or - Carla Bushnell carlabushnell@yahoo.com 

Or - Barb Talamine yakobi51@hotmail.com  
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